


Amongst the intellectuals who.helped 7,500 Russian
\dissident Doukhobors migrate to Canada in 1899 was'a noted
‘Russian ethnegrapher Vladimir D, Bonch-Bruevich. He lived with

the newcomers almost one year and for the first time recorded
‘on paper the oral history and philosophy of the Dot khobors. In
11909 he published the unrevealed Zhivotnaia Kniga
[Doukhobor Book of Lifel, Thanks te'a modern Moscow
ethnographer Svetlana A Inikova, we are now able'to unlock
Bonch-Bruevich’s old archival tecords (from 1886 to ) he 1950s
‘and gain a new history of the Doukhobors. ;

The result is a rich hlstorxcal harvest beginning w1th the
Tsarist time (including splits amongst the groups), the arms
‘protests, and the exile to Canada), the Communist era (with
collectivization when many Doukhobors in Russia were exiled
to Siberia for having too many sheep or cattle), and the Capltahshc
_ period (when the new migrants on the Canadian prairie
with the Goyvernment over the land issue, saw the development
of the 1deology of freedom on unprepared soil, and experienced
w land). The book reveals new
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Volume I: History of the Doukhobors
in V.D. Bonch-Bruevich’s Archives (1886-1950s)

+ Volume II: Doukhobor Incantations through the Centuries

Cover: inset: Russian Doukhobor elders of the Bogdanovskoi
Raion walk towards the sacred site of the arms burning
(1895) located near the village of Orlovka, Republic of
Georgia, and adjacent to the borders of Armenia and
Turkey. (Photo by Svetlana A. Inikova, c. 1990.)
Background: The first mass manifestation of “thou shalt
not kill” on St. Peter and Paul Day, June 29 [July 12th,
new calendar], 1895, Transcaucasia, Russia (Sketch by
Maria O, Inikova)
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First group of Doukhobors in Canada on S.S. Lake Huron, January 1899.

Photo by Leopold Sulerzhitsky, Lev Tolstoy’s helper.
Designed by Spirit Wrestlers Associates
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Fig. 2. — Vladimir Dimitrievich Bonch-Bruevich (1873-1955)

From the Tarasoff Photo Collection on Doukhobor History,
Provincial Archives of British Columbia



Abbreviations and Translator’s Notes

MS RSL — Manuscript Section of the Russian State Library in
Moscow.

ARCEC — All-Russian Central Executive Committee.

AUCEC — All-Ukrainian Central Executive Committee.

SMHR — State Museum of the History of Religion, in
St. Petersburg.

PCIA — People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs.

usgd — Union of Spiritual Communities of Christ, Grand
Forks, British Columbia.

CPC — Council of People’s Commissars.

CCUB — Christian Communities of Universal Brotherhood.

SDHR — State Department of History of Religion.

Fonds (also Fo.) — A term of French origin used by archivists to

designate a personal special collection of dociments.
C. — Document inventory if it is found in MS RSL.
inv. — Document inventory if it is found in SMHR.

f. — File.






